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our ancestors lived, who were better men than we.' ' No, no, my lord (said Dr. Johnson). We arc as strong as they, and a great deal wiser1.' This was an assault upon one of Lord Monboddo's capital dogmas, and I was afraid there would have been a violent altercation in the very close, before we got into the house. But his lordship is distinguished not only for ' ancient metaphysicks,' but for ancient poli-tcsse, ' la vicillc cour,' and he made no reply3.
His lordship was dressed in a rustick suit, and wore a little round hat; he told us, we now saw him as Fanner Burnct^, and we should have his family dinner, a farmer's dinner. lie said, ' I should not have forgiven Mr. Boswell, had he not brought you here, Dr. Johnson.' He produced
1 Hannah More (Memoirs, i. 252) wrote of Monboddo in 1782 :—' He is such an extravagant adorer of the ancients, that he scarcely allows the English language to be capable of any excellence, still less the French. He said we moderns are entirely degenerated. I asked in what ? " In everything," was his answer. He loves slavery upon principle. I asked him how he could vindicate such an enormity. He owned it was because Plutarch justified it. He is so wedded to system that, as Lord Barrington said to me the other day, rather than sacrifice his favourite opinion that men were born with tails, he would be contented to wear one himself.'
* Scott, in a note on Guy Mannering, cd. 1860, iv. 267, writes of Monboddo :—' The conversation of the excellent old man, his high, gentleman-like, chivalrous spirit, the learning and wit with which he defended his fanciful paradoxes, the kind and liberal spirit of his hospitality, must render these nodes cccnccquc dear to all who, like the author (though then young), had the honour of sitting at his board."
3 Lord Cockburn, writing of the title that Jeffrey took when he was raised to the Bench in 1834, said:—'The Scotch Judges are styled Lords ; a title to which long usage has associated feelings of reverence in the minds of the people, who could not now be soon made to respect or understand Mr. Justice. During its strongly feudalised condition, the landholders of Scotland, who were almost the sole judges, were really known only by the names of their estates. It was an insult, and in some parts of the country it is so still, to call a laird by his personal, instead of his territorial, title. But this assumption of two names, one official and one personal, and being addressed by the one and subscribing by the other, is wearing out, and will soon disappear entirely.' Cockburn's Jeffrey, i. 365. Ze&post, p. 126, note i.
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